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HIGHLIGHTED RESEARCH 
“To dissuade and defeat threats as early and as far from U.S. borders as possible.”  
THE NPS MARITIME DEFENSE AND SECURITY RESEARCH 
PROGRAM  NEWSLETTER 





The Field Information Support Tool (FIST) is a field based collection system using com-
mercial-off-the-shelf (COTS) smart phones, customized software, and a robust infor-
mation management backend known as Fusion View that enables information to flow 
from the point of capture to an analyst in near real-time. FIST is designed to operate in 
a variety of environments for a variety of mission sets: counterinsurgency operations 
(COIN), counter-narcotic missions, and humanitarian assistance and disaster response 
(HA/DR) to name a few. The overarching principle of FIST is the development of a user 
friendly data collection interface with a robust automated system backend that enables 
unstructured information to be collected, processed, and readied for analysis in a vari-
ety of analytic software packages in use today. Fusion View allows for data to be ex-
ported and analyzed using geospatial, geo-statistical, temporal, link, and social network 
analysis as well as providing a robust common operating picture for data visualization. 
Additionally, Fusion View allows for data to be exported, in the appropriate format, into 
any number of existing databases such as the Worldwide Civil Information Database 
(WCID), the International Studies of Violent Groups (ISVG), and the Combined Infor-
mation Data Network 
Exchange (CIDNE) to 
name a few. 
 
Article contributed by: 
        Carrick Longley 
       Captain, USMC 
       ctlongle@nps.edu  
Dear Readers,  
     PLEASE submit a short 200-300-word article introducing your organization’s Maritime Se-
curity and Defense-related mission and activities or add an event to our calendar.   
Contact Ms. Rita Painter at rpainte@nps.edu.  
Field Information Support Tool (FIST)  
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